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A new year, a fresh start!  Whilst we are still not quite 

out of the Covid woods, there is hope for a better year.  

Many groups have been able to resume physical 

meetings and enjoy the company of fellow members.  

Remember to stay safe and follow the rules set by your 

State government.   

As Zoom has now become an integral part of our lives, we will continue to host the online sewing 

workshops that were so popular last year.  See Page 6 for what’s on offer in February and March.  

Remember to check the EVENTS calendar on the website for any new events. 

Our Online Events committee has been hard at work putting together a fantastic program for the 

Autumn Sewing Celebration on 27 March (see Page 7).  This is an event you will not want to miss. 

Our Annual General Meeting will be in May and, once again, will be online (see Page 2).  There will be 

three (3) vacancies on the Board and nominations will be accepted up to 15 April 2021. 

Louise Sparrow 

Chair, Board of Directors 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

Australian Sewing Guild Ltd 

22 May 2021 11:00 AM (AEST) 

Online via Zoom 

To receive a Zoom meeting link, please register from the EVENTS page on the ASG website 

(www.aussew.org.au)  

Our constitution stipulates that one third of existing Board directors must retire at each AGM.  

Nominations will be accepted to fill a total of three (3) vacant seats on the Board.  If more than three 

(3) nominations are received, elections will be conducted electronically prior to the AGM 

(Constitution, clause 35.1).  Members cannot appoint a proxy to vote on their behalf (Constitution, 

clause 37.1) 

NOMINATION FORM 

 

Must be submitted to returningofficer@aussew.org.au no later than 15 April 2021 

 

Members wishing to nominate should read the following documents: 

• Position description 

• Plain English Guide for Directors 

• Code of Practice for Directors 

• ASG Ltd Constitution 

If you have any questions, or wish to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
asgchair@aussew.org.au.   

Louise Sparrow 

Chair, Board of Directors 

Measure crotch lengths accurately 

When making pants, you need to know the correct front and back crotch 

lengths.  Women have many different body types—flat derrieres or 

protruding abdomens, and everything in between.  Patterns often need to 

be adjusted accordingly.  To measure these lengths accurately, use two 

tape measures. 

Remove the metal ends, abut the two tapes at zero, and tape them 

together.  Add a length of string to hang a metal washer where the two 

tapes meet, and secure the washer in place.  This enables you to see 

whether the tape is positioned properly, so that the measurement begins 

at the lowest point of the crotch.  To use, centre the tapes with the washer hanging straight down in the 

crotch area.  Bring both tapes up to the waist for correct measurements at front and back. 

http://www.aussew.org.au
https://aussew.org.au/events
http://www.aussew.org.au
https://aussew.org.au/resources/Documents/Forms%20and%20Templates/National%20Nomination%20Form%202021.pdf
mailto:returningofficer@aussew.org.au
https://aussew.org.au/resources/Documents/Position%20Descriptions/ASG%20Board%20Director.pdf
https://aussew.org.au/resources/Documents/Position%20Descriptions/Plain%20English%20Guide%20for%20Directors.pdf
https://aussew.org.au/resources/Documents/Position%20Descriptions/Code%20of%20Practice%20for%20Directors.pdf
https://aussew.org.au/resources/Documents/ASG%20Ltd%20Constitution.pdf
mailto:asgchair@aussew.org.au
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Around the Nation 

For several years now our group has made Santa Sacks for the local Community Christmas Lunch. The sew 

this year was smaller than usual, due to Covid restricting numbers at the lunch, so we made 20 sacks. The 

lunch is put on for members of the community that are not as fortunate as some, spending Christmas 

alone, or people that can’t afford much. We are happy to play our small part in maybe making someone 

happy for the day. 

Mandy Bradley 

Happy Stitchers @ Aldinga, SA 

Happy Stitchers spread Christmas cheer 

x 

For your library... 

From Her Majesty’s trusted confidant and Dresser, Angela Kelly 

LVO, comes a lavishly designed book of never-before-seen 

photos of The Queen, Her wardrobe and Her jewels and features 

intimate anecdotes from Angela’s 25-year career working closely 

with Her Majesty.  

Published:  1 November 2019 

ISBN:   9780008368364  

No. Pages:   304 

http://www.aussew.org.au
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Savile Savage Row 

What do you do with two tanned road-kill kangaroo skins, one 

complete with tail?  It seems that you contact Aunty Beverley who 

sews, and request a vest.  

Beverley kindly agrees, traces off a pattern from a denim vest that 

fits, and requests help from Penny.  

Stipulation – the tail must stay on.  Lots of ideas tossed around 

regarding closures, pockets, edge 

and seam treatments.  Soft black 

leather donated by a friend. 

One fantastic vest later, complete 

with three toggles made by 

Beverley’s gardener, from 

mulberry twig in her garden. 

Not exactly Savile Row, more like 

Savage Row. 

Modelled by a member at our 

end of 2020 function. 

Penny Jackson 

Western Suburbs Group, WA 

x 

x 

x 

Congratulations to Samantha Newell, 

winner of the December Challenge. 

Lots of room for presents in this giant patchwork stocking.  

We hope it was filled to the brim on Christmas day. 

 

Samantha is a Junior member from South Australia 

http://www.aussew.org.au
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Perth Frocktails 2020 

In 2020, the only Frocktails event in the world was in 
Perth… and hosted by the Australian Sewing Guild! 

The opportunity to sew often made it possible to navigate 
the ups and downs of 2020. Spending that spare hour at 
the machine gave so many sewists both a sense of 
normalcy and a blissful escape from reality.  

So when the pandemic restrictions started to lift in hard-
border closed-down Perth, and the chance to hold Perth Frocktails 2020 went from slim to probable, we 
(the committee) went a little crazy and jumped into action to make sure the Perth sewing community had 
a way to celebrate their craft!  

In short order, we had a 
beautiful venue in central Perth 
booked, and a social media 
following (@_perth_frocktails) 
that allowed us to congregate 
100 gorgeously attired sewists 
wearing an array of me-mades. 
The food and wine were 
delicious, and the company 
superb!  

This year at Frocktails, we were thrilled to catch up with some of our newer ASG members from the 
Fremantle Sewing Group, and Atwell Sewcialists – two ASG social sewing groups formed following Perth 
Frocktails 2019.  

With the appreciation for valuable life skills like sewing 
coming into focus in 2020, we feel encouraged that 
next year's Perth Frocktails will be an even bigger 
success (and hopefully with a larger number of people 
permitted to attend)! Thanks to all the Perth makers 
who joined us on the night, we look forward to seeing 
you next year.  

Joanne Daniel and Sarah Mummé 

 

Organising committee—Jo, Sarah, Anja & Alice 

Fremantle Sewing Group (established March 2020) 
Maylands Sewcial Club Members 

Mount Hawthorn Sewcialists members 

http://www.aussew.org.au
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Upcoming Events 

We are re-Zooming online sewing workshops.   

Three of the most popular ones are coming out of hibernation, so if you missed out the first time be sure 

to book early.   

Perfect Collar Points 

Bound Buttonholes 

French Seam 

Refinement 

Three new sewing techniques have also been added to the list of classes.  

Jetted Pockets, also known as welt pockets, 
add  a touch of class to a tailored jacket, or dress 

up a casual garment.   

Fly Front Zippers take your jeans or trousers 

up a notch.  Master the zipper insertion and take 

away some templates that you can use to adapt 

any pants pattern. 

Bias Binding Techniques looks at using 

bias strips to finish a curved edge.  Understand the 

relationship between the binding and the garment 

and you will achieve perfect results whether you 

bind or face an edge.  

Check the calendar on the EVENTS page for dates and times.   

Each class limited to 15 participants. 

Website Emails— 

Formatting Tips 

For Group Coordinators and Region Liaisons 

Learn how to add pictures, upload documents, 

format text / line spacing, create columns and more. 

http://www.aussew.org.au
https://aussew.org.au/events
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Coming to Brisbane 

Suppliers, teachers, learners, and artists come together in the Exhibition Building at the Brisbane 

Showgrounds.  This is an ideal opportunity for you to meet like-minded crafters and artists.  You can 

purchase directly from the artists or commission them to create something personal to your 

requirements. 

Something for everyone... 

x 

From the Victoria & Albert Museum 

Join dressmaking expert and V&A volunteer, Sue Clark, as she examines one of the most iconic 

ensembles of post-war fashion—Christian Dior’s ‘Bar’ suit.  How was the suit constructed?  Why was it 

hailed as ‘the New Look’?  https://youtu.be/K8ch2Ixxf2M  

http://www.aussew.org.au
https://youtu.be/K8ch2Ixxf2M
https://youtu.be/K8ch2Ixxf2M
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Spotlight on our Industry Partners 

We are a boutique custom designed quilting studio in a rural setting in 
the Southern Highlands of NSW. 

At Carinya Studio, we like to keep our class numbers small for the 
enjoyment and comfort of our students. We believe your sewing 
journey is as individual as you are. Give yourself the gift of time and set 

your creative spirit free! 

Many and varied techniques are taught to ensure our students continue to 
grow creatively. Classes are a combination of offered projects, techniques, 
student request and as such are very flexible. 

We also hire out the venue to specialist tutors, private art or craft groups as 

well as for private functions. 

Lynne Scherer                                                                    www.carinyastudio.com.au 

Studio 

de Linum, operating from Coffs Harbour (NSW), is an 

online store offering sustainable and ethical linen fashion.  

They are an Australian owned small business dedicated to 

selling quality fabric and ready-made garments at 

affordable prices. 

www.delinum.com.au 

What is special about de Linum? 

• Premium quality European flax fibres 

• Linen made from long fibres, producing smoother fabric 

• Directly sourced from OEKO-TEX® certified mills 

• Direct sourcing ensures an unbeatable price for premium linen 

• Seven-day email customer support to assist with your queries 

x 

de Linum offers ASG members a 10% discount – use code GUILD 

http://www.aussew.org.au
http://www.carinyastudio.com.au/
http://www.delinum.com.au
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Board of Director State Representatives Other Contacts 

Chair – Louise Sparrow 
asgchair@aussew.org.au 

Director/Treasurer – Deb Evans 
treasurer@aussew.org.au 

Director – Jude Ewen 
partners@aussew.org.au 

Director – Helene Gassman 
join@aussew.org.au 

Director – Tatyana Anderson 
director_ta@aussew.org.au  

Director—Tatianya Cowan 
director_tc@aussew.org.au  

NSW & ACT  -  Deb Evans 
treasurer@aussew.org.au  

QLD - Louise Sparrow 
asgchair@aussew.org.au 

VIC - Tatyana Anderson & Tatianya Cowan 
director_ta@aussew.org.au 
director_tc@aussew.org.au 

SA - Susan Fulop 
rsfulop@bigpond.com  

TAS - Tatyana Anderson & Tatianya Cowan 
director_ta@aussew.org.au 
director_tc@aussew.org.au 

WA - Jude Ewen 
partners@aussew.org.au  

Membership Secretary 
join@aussew.org.au  

AUSSEW News Editor 
news@aussew.org.au 

Industry Partner Liaison 
partners@aussew.org.au 

Web content & admin 
web@aussew.org.au  

2World Textile Tours 

A Sewlution 

A Whalley Personal Sytlist &  

Colour Consultant 

All Buttons Great and Small 

Baby Lock Australia 

Bernina Australia Pty Ltd 

Bernina Sewing Centre Chatswood 

Betty Box Pleat 

Bobbin and Ink 

Cairns Create It 

Cairns Sewing Centre 

Carinya Studio 

Christine O’Toole Sewing &  

Pattern Studio 

Craft n Sewing Studio 

De Linum 

Demure Designs 

Draft T Studio 

Echidna Sewing Products 

Eco Fabrics 

Fabric Frenzy 

House of Cloth 

In2Mode Fashion College 

In-house Patterns 

Janome Australia Pty Ltd 

Joanne Holland Designs 

JulieU Couture 

KIYAKAYA Studio 

Knitwit 

Linda's Lingerie 

Liz Haywood 

Lorelei Jayne 

Luttlerloh Patterns NZ 

Made to Sew 

Maree Pigdon Sewing Centre 

Megan Nielsen Patterns 

Old Paper Patterns 

Pattern Union 

Poodlepie Sewing Studio 

Potter Textiles P/L 

Rags to Riches 

Sew for Life 

Robyn's Learn to Sew Studio 

Sew Active Fabrics 

Sew Into Overlocking 

Sew Unique Fabrics 

Silk Trader 

Simplicity Creative Group 

Studio 808 

Studio Faro 

Sue's Sewing World 

Superb Fabrics 

Sure-Fit Designs Australia 

Susan Kahlje 

Tatiana Light 

Tatyana Design 

The Tailored Cut 

Tools by Hollie 

Useful Box 

Voodoo Rabbit Fabric 

Wattle Hill Fabrics 

Why not be your own Designer 

Woven Stories Textiles 

Zebra Fabrics 

Zig Zag Sewing 

http://www.aussew.org.au
mailto:asgchair@aussew.org.au
mailto:treasurer@aussew.org.au
mailto:partners@aussew.org.au
mailto:join@aussew.org.au
mailto:director_ta@aussew.org.au
mailto:director_tc@aussew.org.au
mailto:treasurer@aussew.org.au
mailto:asgchair@aussew.org.au
mailto:director_ta@aussew.org.au
mailto:director_tc@aussew.org.au
mailto:rsfulop@bigpond.com
mailto:director_ta@aussew.org.au
mailto:director_tc@aussew.org.au
mailto:partners@aussew.org.au
mailto:join@aussew.org.au
mailto:news@aussew.org.au
mailto:partners@aussew.org.au
mailto:web@aussew.org.au
http://www.2worldtours.com.au/
https://asewlution.com.au/
http://www.annewhalley.com/
http://www.annewhalley.com/
http://www.allbuttons.com.au/
http://www.babylock.com.au/
http://www.bernina.com.au/
http://www.bernina-chatswood.com.au/
http://www.bettybp.com.au/
http://www.bobbinandink.com/
http://www.facebook.com/cairnscrafters/
http://www.facebook.com/CairnsSewingCentre1
http://www.carinyastudio.com.au/
http://www.christineotoole.studio/
http://www.christineotoole.studio/
http://www.craftnsewing.com.au/
https://www.delinum.com.au/
http://www.demuredesigns.com.au/
https://draft-t-studio.mailchimpsites.com/
http://www.echidnaclub.com.au/
http://www.ecofabrics.com.au/
http://www.fabricfrenzy.com.au/
http://www.houseofcloth.com.au/
http://www.in2mode.com.au/
https://www.inhousepatternsstudio.com/
http://www.janome.com.au/
http://www.kiyakaya.com/
http://www.knitwit.com.au/
http://www.lindaslingerie.com.au/
http://www.lizhaywood.com.au/
http://www.loreleijayne.com/
http://www.dressmaking.co.nz/
https://aussew.org.au/www.madetosew.ocm
http://www.mareepigdon.com/
http://megannielsen.com/
http://www.oldpaperpatterns.com.au/
http://www.patternunion.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/fabricoutletshop
http://www.instagram.com/carols_richrags/
http://www.sewforlife.com.au/
http://www.sewingstudio.com.au/
http://sewactivefabrics.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Sew-into-Overlocking
https://www.facebook.com/sewuniquefabricsaustralia/
http://www.silktrader.com.au/
http://www.simp.com.au/
http://fabricfair.com.au/
http://www.studiofaro.com/
http://suessewingworld.com.au/
http://superbfabrics.com/
http://www.surefitdesigns.com.au/
http://www.susankahlje.com/
http://www.tatianalight.com/
http://www.tatyanadesign.com/
https://www.thetailoredcut.com.au/
https://toolsbyhollie.com/
http://www.usefulbox.com.au/
http://www.voodoorabbit.com.au/
https://www.wattlehillfabrics.com.au/
http://www.whynotbeyourowndesigner.com/
http://wovenstories.com.au/
http://www.zebrafabrics.net.au/
http://www.zigzagsewing.com.au/

